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WATERFORD and the 1918 General Election
In December 1918 a general election was held in Ireland. This was a very important
election because there were lots of people who were able to vote for the first time and
because the people who were elected refused to take the seats they won in the British
House of Commons and instead established Dáil Éireann and declared that Ireland was
a republic and no longer part of the United Kingdom.

Who Got the Vote?
The Representation of the People Act, 1918 was passed by the House of Commons on 19th June 1917 and
it gave people who never got to vote before in a General Election the right to vote.
Who got to vote for the first time?
• Women aged 30 who had a property with
at least at £5 annual rental
• All men aged 21 and resident for 6 months
in the electoral area
• Service men aged 19 (men who had fought
in World War 1)
Before this only £10 freeholders and 40 shilling
freeholders, that is, men who had land and
property, could vote.

Did You Know?
People used to vote in public so everyone
could see but now we vote in a private booth
so no-one else can see your vote.
Why?
In the past when people had to vote in public
they had to vote the way their landlord wanted
them to vote or else they might lose their
cottage or farm. Sometimes people voted
for a candidate in return for beer!
This was changed in 1872 with the introduction
of the Secret Ballot Act which meant people
could vote as they wished without having to tell
anyone what way they were voting. This meant
that landlords or people buying votes could no
longer control how people voted.
IE/DCC/14/3/5/4
By kind permission of Donegal County Archives

IE/DCC/14/3/5/1
By kind permission of Donegal County Archives
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CAMPAIGN FOR THE RIGHT TO VOTE
FOR WOMEN
Women in Waterford did not have the right to vote in General Elections until 1918. They
did get the right to vote in local elections in 1898 if they met the property requirements
i.e. were renting land of the right value.
Many Waterford women were members of the Ladies Land League which was set up in
January 1881 and led by Anna and Fanny Parnell, sisters of Charles Stewart Parnell and
had many local groups. The Ladies Land League campaigned for tenant rights in Ireland
and led the campaign when Charles Stewart Parnell and the other leaders of the Land
League were arrested in October 1881. However, the Ladies Land League was disbanded shortly after Charles Stewart Parnell and the other leaders of the Land League were
released from prison in April 1882.
The Irish Women’s Franchise League was set up in Dublin in 1908. They campaigned for
the right to vote for women. Rosamund Jacob from Newtown in Waterford was a member of the Irish
Women’s Franchise League. John Redmond as leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party did notsupport the
right to vote for women and would not include the right to vote for women in the Home Rule Bill in 1912.
In 1914 Cumann na mBan was established because women were excluded from the Irish Volunteers and
they wanted to campaign for Irish liberty. Women, such as, Jenny Wyse Power who had been involved in the
Ladies Land League became members of Cumann na mBan and women, such as, Rosamund Jacob who was
a member of the Irish Women’s Franchise League also joined. So, Cumann na mBan had many members
who were not only in support of Ireland’s independence but were also campaigners for the right to vote for
women and for the involvement of women in politics.

		
		

Waterford Members of Cumann na mBan:
https://bit.ly/2QfeASU

Women were eligible to vote in 1918 and also eligible to stand
for election. Countess Markiewicz was elected for Dublin in the
1918 General Election and was the first women elected to
parliament. She did not take her seat in the British House of
Commons but instead became a member of the new Dáil
Éireann and was Minister for Labour in 1919.
Women were active campaigners in the 1918 general election
and the women of Cumann na mBan, in particular, were
important supporters for Sinn Féin and they worked to get
the new female electorate added to the Electoral Register
and eligible to vote.

ILB 300 p6
Election Poster for Richard Mulcahyc.1918. Image courtesy of the
National Library of Ireland. Richard Mulcahy was born in Manor
Street, Waterford. He was IRA Chief of Staff and a candidate for
Dublin (Clontarf) in 1918.
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Although no women were candidates in Waterford in 1918, in the 1923 General Election Waterford County
elected Caitlín Brugha to represent the people of Waterford.

IE/WCA/PP/HRYN/7
Printed pamphlet issued by Cumann na mBan. Hugh Ryan Collection. Waterford City and County Archive

UK 2908
Caitlín Brugha, 1923. Image courtesy of Waterford County Museum and the other one is UK
2909 Caitlín Brugha addressing a meeting in Kilbrien in 1923. Image courtesy of Waterford
County Museum.

UK2909
Caitlín Brugha addressing a meeting in Kilbrien in 1923. Images courtesy ofWaterford County Museum

p4

1918 Elections
Before 1918 there were three electoral constituencies in Waterford: Waterford City; Waterford West and
Waterford East and this was reduced to two constituencies in 1918: Waterford City and Waterford County.
However, the electorate (the number of people who could vote) was very small.

CONSTITUENCY POPULATION ELECTORATE

CONSTITUENCY POPULATION ELECTORATE

Waterford City

28, 881

3,173

Waterford City

28, 881

12,063

Waterford West

29,770

4,260

Waterford Co.

57,432

24,439

Waterford East

27,662

4,047

Election Candidates in Waterford
Waterford City
Waterford City had two elections in 1918; a by-election on 22nd March 1918 and the General Election on
14th December 1918. In Waterford City the election candidates in 1918 were:
• Dr. Vincent White, Sinn Féin Party
• Captain William Redmond, Irish Parliamentary Party

Dr. White was very active in local politics in Waterford
and in 1920 he was elected to Waterford Corporate in
the local elections. Shortly after he joined the
Corporation Dr. White was elected Mayor of the City.
Dr. White with an address of 22 Broad Street,
Waterford was elected to the Custom House and
Centre Wards of the City in 1920.
Dr. Vincent White was elected Mayor from the 23rd
February 1920 at a salary of £300 per year.

Waterford Workers Council, 1920 showing Dr. White seated in the centre.
Waterford City and County Archive
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LA1/1/1/31
Waterford Corporation Minute Book, 1920 showing election of
Dr. White to the Corporation. Waterford City and County Archive

LA1/1/1/31
Waterford Corporation Minute Book, 1920 showing election of Dr. White
as Mayor. Waterford City and County Archive

Captain Redmond on the campaign trail in Waterford, 1918.
Waterford City and County Archive

Captain Redmond on the campaign trail in Waterford looking for votes.
Note the uniform and the black armband he was wearing. Captain Redmond served with the Irish Guard on
the Western Front in the First World War. He was also the son of John Redmond who had been the Member
of Parliament representing Waterford and was leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party. John Redmond, MP
died on 6th March 1918.
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Poole K 1572
Caption William Redmond.
Image courtesy of the National Library of Ireland

Poole IMP 1609
The Redmond Family on a visit to Tramore. Image courtesy of the National Library of Ireland

A by-election was held in Waterford after his death and his son Captain William Redmond was chosen to
stand for election in his place by the Irish Parliamentary Party.
The other candidate in the by-election was Dr. Vincent White who was a candidate for the new Sinn Féin
party. He was a practising physician in Waterford and Waterford became the focus of national attention
in the by-election campaign. There were riots and lots of violence between the supporters of the two
opposing candidates. Captain Redmond had the support of a group called the Ballybricken Pig Buyers’
Association. The Ballybricken Pig Buyers organised and controlled the sale of pigs from farmers to the
bacon factories in Waterford. They were a very powerful local group and had long been supporters of
John Redmond who, in turn, had supported them when they were in dispute with the owners of the
bacon factories.

Poole D 1227
John Redmond addressing his supporters. Image courtesy of the National Library
of Ireland

Poole D 1229
John Redmond addressing his supporters. Image courtesy of the National Library
of Ireland
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The Campaign
Éamonn de Valera came to Waterford on 13th March 1918 with other members of the Sinn Féin party to
campaign for their candidate, Dr. Vincent White. De Valera tried to canvas voters in the city centre but was
attacked by Redmond supporters and had to be rescued by a group of Irish Volunteers sent after him by
the Sinn Féin election agent for the campaign, Nicholas Whittle. The Irish Volunteer Hall in Thomas Street
and the Sinn Féin offices in Colbeck Street had to be put under a 24 hour guard as they were under siege
by Redmond supporters. Sinn Féin called upon Irish Volunteers to come from other parts of the country
to come and help and hundreds of men poured in to the city ready for a fight.
Nightly meetings by each of the candidates and their supporters were followed by riots. The Royal Irish
Constabulary and the British Army had to call in extra troops to try and keep the peace. The only day
there was a truce was on 17th March 1918 for St. Patrick’s Day.
There were constant riots and battles throughout polling day on 22nd March and as Dr. White made his
way to the polling station at Mount Sion school he was attacked and had to be taken to the Waterford
Infirmary for treatment. He returned escorted by a large group of Volunteers and a path was cleared by
the Royal Irish Constabulary for him to enter the polling station and cast his vote.
When the polling booths closed at the end of the day a large parade of approximately 400 Volunteers
made their way to Volunteer Hall on Thomas Street where they were met by about twice the number
of Redmond supporters with the two sides all set for a full on battle. The police sealed the street and a
terrible battle was only prevented when de Valera negotiated a deal that had the Redmond supporters
agreeing to leave on the assurances that all the Irish Volunteers would leave Waterford first thing the following morning. The result of the by-election was announced the next morning at Waterford Courthouse.
Captain William Redmond won at 1,242 votes to 764 votes for Dr. Vincent White. The successful Redmond
supporters burned bonfires in celebration in Ballybricken.

Note:
the Extension of the Franchise Act, 1918 while
it was passed in the British Parliament was
not yet enacted, so there were still only a few
people who had a vote in the by-election.
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Poole WP 2751
Captain Redmond with Waterford Mayor and Council members. Image courtesy of the National
Library of Ireland

PP/HRYN/42
Leaflet showing Cathal Brugha. Hugh Ryan Collection. Waterford City and County Archive

PP/HRYN/14
Leaflet titled “Self Determination for Ireland”. Waterford City and County Archive.
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General Election
A general election was called in November 1918 and polling date was set for 14th December 1918. This
time there would be an expanded electorate with lots more people getting to vote for the first time in a
general election.
The election was held on 14th December but the result was not announced until 21st December in the
County and 28th December in the City, this was to allow time for the postal votes from serving soldiers
still overseas to arrive and be counted.

ILB 300 p.1 (Item 21)
Sinn Féin 1918 Election Campaign Leaflet printed by the Waterford News Ltd.
Image courtesy of the National Library of Ireland.

ILB 100 p. 1 (Item 113)
Sinn Féin Election Leaflet for 1918 Election quoting Captain William Redmond’s
speech of 10th April 1918 in the House of Commons. Image courtesy of the
National Library of Ireland

Waterford City
Sinn Féin held an election rally at the Mall on Sunday 17th November 1918 and several hundred Volunteers
formed at the Volunteer Hall and marched to the meeting behind their band.
Rosamund Jacob was one of the main speakers and she urged women voters to support Sinn Féin. The rally
was attacked by supporters of Captain Redmond including the so called “separation women” or women
whose husbands were away fighting in the First World War. Captain Redmond launched his campaign with
a mass meeting in Ballybricken on 19th November.
Again, volunteers from around Ireland came to support the Sinn Féin candidate, Dr. Vincent White and the
local Sinn Féin members and they again clashed with the Redmond supporters on the streets of Waterford.
There were violent clashes at the polling stations throughout polling day and at the end of polling day on
21st December 1918 the Volunteer Hall in Thomas Street was again attacked by Redmond supporters.
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“The Sinn Fein election campaign was opened

“The final rally of Captain Redmond’s supporters in

in Waterford on Sunday, when a meeting on

Waterford tonight evoked a memorable display of

the Mall was addressed by Dr. V. J. White,

enthusiasm and affection for the association of the

Sinn Fein candidate; Mr. PW Kenny,

name of Redmond with the city.

Mr. M. Butler, MRIA; and Miss Rosamund

with forty years’ experience of political demonstrations

Jacob. Considerable excitement prevailed in

expressed the opinion that he had never witnessed a

the city and a procession prior to the meet-

more remarkable display of popular enthusiasm.

And old citizen

ing was headed by two bands. During the
proceedings a few scrimmages between rival

A procession with three city bands traversed

groups occurred and the force of police

practically three miles of the city, and at all points

present were mainly occupied in keeping

the inhabitants of the houses, which were magnifi-

them apart.

cently illuminated, and those con- gregated on the
sidewalks, extended Captain Redmond a soul-stirring

An exciting incident occurred at the steps

reception. On arrival at the Mall, a public meeting

of the Imperial Hotel, where a company of

was held, at which the Mayor presided, and which

volunteers roughly dispersed a number of

was addressed by the candidate, Father O’Loughran

women who were cheering and booing. Some

and other speakers. Extra military and police have

of the women took refuge in the hotel and

been drafted into the city to cope with possible

a young Navy man mounted the steps and

disturbance in view of the importation of a large

challenged the Volunteers to fight. The police

number of Sinn Fein Volunteers, at which strong

eventually restored order”

resentment is felt. Last night close on two hundred

The Kilkenny People, 23rd November 1918

of them proceeded to the Yellow road after midnight,
and the occurrences

there necessitated the calling

out of the police fully armed”
Cork Examiner, 14th December 1918

During the polling here on Saturday an
exciting scene took place in Thomas street.
A number of Nationalists, it is stated, attacked with sticks and stones the Sinn Fein Volunteer Hall and
two companies of Volunteers inside the buildin charged them, driving the crowd before them. Subsequently
armed police charged the Volunteers, many of whom were injured. A few serious cases have been removed
to hospital. The excitement in the city is intense. A Press Association telegram says – The close of the poll,
in Waterford was marked by rowdy scenes, conflicts between Sinn Fein Volunteers and Redmondites being
frequent. After one fracas five Volunteers and six soldiers were treated at the Infirmary. Dr. White, Sinn
Fein candidate was assaulted and Captain Redmond’s motor car was attacked in the Sinn Fein stronghold.
Yesterday a body of police disarmed a number of Volunteers carrying bludgeons on route march”
Cork Examiner, 14th December 1918

The count did not take place until 28th December and this time Captain Redmond won 4, 915 votes and
Dr. White won 4,421 votes. A much closer result this time but still a success for Captain Redmond.
After the results were announced the Redmond supporters paraded from Waterford Courthouse to
Ballybricken where they burned an effigy of Dr. White.
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Waterford County
The experience of the 1918 election in Waterford County was very different to the City. In Waterford County
the candidates were:
• J.J. O’Shee, Irish Parliamentary Party
• Cathal Brugha, Sinn Féin Party

JJ O’Shee was the sitting MP for the County. He had served as MP for Waterford West since 1895. He was
a nationalist but as a member of the Irish Parliamentary Party he supported Home Rule rather than a
republic like Sinn Féin.
Cathal Brugha had fought and been wounded with the South Dublin
Union garrison in the 1916 Rising. When Sinn Féin were choosing a
candidate for Waterford County they chose a candidate who spoke
Irish because Waterford County was a constituency with an Irish
speaking population particularly in An Rinn, an Sean Phobal and
Ardmore.
P.C. O’Mahony was the election agent for Sinn Féin in Waterford
County. On 18 November P.C. O’Mahony, Dan Fraher and other
speakers addressed a big crowd on the square in Dungarvan
calling for Cathal Brugha and for independence.
On 4th December 1918 Cathal Brugha arrived in Dungarvan to a
huge crowd of supporters. He toured the county visiting each
town and village with an entourage of Volunteers and met with
great support.

NPACEA 118
Cathal Brugha, c. 1921. Image courtesy of the National Library of Ireland

In contrast J.J. O’Shee did not have the same party organisation
behind his campaign and while he did campaign around the County his meetings were not as extensive or
as large as the Sinn Féin meetings.

“Sunday was a busy day with both candidates. A good

the district. He delivered a speech and said that he

part of the county was visited, and rival meetings

was accused of asking for doles when he demanded

were held. The Sinn Fein party left Dungarvan early

the release of the Sinn Fein prisoners. Such was not

on a tour of the west of the county. At Grange they

the case, the prisoners were treated now as O’Donovan

saw Mr. Heskin addressing a good crowd of people

Rossa was treated, but the Government would never

after Mass, and waiting a little while, they delivered

break the spirit of Irishmen, no matter what

some speeches and then went on to Aglish, where

oppression they used.

more addresses were delivered. Mr. O’Shee was
occupied in the eastern portion of the county.

The party then motored to Tramore, where a meeting
attended by three bands was held, and speakers were

A Sinn Fein meeting was held at Kilmacthomas in

present from Waterford. Songs of national tendencies

the afternoon, presided over by Mr. R. Sheehan. Just

are sung in the streets of Dungarvan every night.

as the meeting started the Sinn Fein candidate with

Dr. White the candidate for Waterford city, is to pay

his Dungarvan supporters appeared, their motor cars

a visit to Dungarvan and address a meeting on the

sporting Sinn Fein flags, and they got a hearty

square before polling day”

reception. It was the first visit of Cathal Brugha to

The Cork Examiner, 11 December 1918
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The result was announced on 21st December 1918- 12,890 votes for Cathal Brugha and 4,217 votes for
J.J. O’Shee. A landslide victory for Cathal Brugha in County Waterford and a complete contrast to the
result in Waterford City.
Waterford was at the centre of the changes happening in Ireland in 1918. Waterford City was one of only a
few constituencies to return a candidate for the Irish Parliamentary Party while Sinn Féin candidate Cathal
Brugha won a landslide victory for Sinn Féin in Waterford County.
Life was changing for people in Waterford in 1918 and because more people were able to vote in the
election more people had a chance to have their say in their future.

HOGW88
Cathal Brugha leaving the Mansion House, Dublin, 1922.
Image courtesy of the National Library of Ireland.

NPA CEA 132
Photograph of the members present at the first Dáil Éireann 10 April 1919.
Image courtesy of the National Library of Ireland.
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Curriculum Links
This document has been created to provide students with a means to explore national events in Ireland in
1918 from a local perspective. It is intended to give teachers and students in Waterford access to archives so
that students can be given an opportunity to interpret and assess the evidence of these archives and assess
how archives can help people to understand their past.

Introduction to Primary Curriculum
https://bit.ly/2Dxs3UB

History Curriculum
https://bit.ly/2R5d7j3

The exploration of local history remains
a central element of the curriculum at
all levels, but as children mature they
encounter a widening range of peoples,
events, and periods. These are drawn
from local, national, European and
non-European contexts and from diverse social, cultural, ethnic and religious
backgrounds, so that children acquire a
balanced understanding of local, Irish and
international history.

All history rests on evidence. History in
the primary school should engage the
child in finding, selecting and analysing
a wide range of sources which can tell
us about the past. Older children should
also come to appreciate the importance
of such evidence, its limitations and the
need to treat it fairly. By realising that the
evidence of the past may be interpreted
in a number of ways, children will come
to appreciate that historical judgements
are always provisional and may have to
change in the light of new evidence.

Local History Quiz
What age did a woman have to be to vote in 1918?
What age did a man have to be to vote in 1918?
Who was the leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party until March 1918?
When was the by-election held in Waterford City?
Who were the Waterford City general election candidates in 1918?
Who were the Waterford County election candidates in 1918?
Who won the election in Waterford City in 1918?
Who won the election in Waterford County in 1918?

