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Report on Proposed Development

INTRODUCTION

A 1.8km spur off Waterford Greenway at Kilmeaden station is proposed to link Kilmeadan
Village to the Waterford Greenway along part existing footpath and public road and a
1.24km off-road route section through private Land. Access off the Greenway is via the Suir
Valley Railway carpark on the R680 Kilmeaden –Portlaw Road and the route includes
crossing under the N25 underpass.
To contribute to the local economy of Kilmeaden village, the Tidy Towns Committee and
Waterford City & County Council propose works that primarily involve fencing, surfacing and
traffic management works to enable Waterford Greenway users visit Kilmeaden village.
This 1.8km recreational cycling/walking trail connection link is proposed on the south side of
Waterford Suir Valley Railway Carpark.
2 PROJECT BACKGROUND
2.1 OVERVIEW
Waterford Greenway was developed by Waterford City & County Council and has proven
extremely popular with local people and visitors alike and has contributed to all-year round
use and increased visitor numbers to the nearby village of Kilmacthomas. The proposed
connection off the Greenway leading to Kilmeaden village will likely have a similar impact
and generate visitor numbers to the village and contribute to the local economy.
Screening for both Appropriate Assessment and Environmental Impact Assessment was
undertaken by Waterford City and County Council (WCCC). Screening concluded that an
EIAR or NIS are not required for the development of the coastal trail extension.
2.2

SCHEME LOCATION

The connection link extends from the Suir Valley Carpark area at Kilmeaden Station
(52.2457889, -7.2469211) to Kilmeaden village (52.2363154,- 7.2469211) for 1.8km (Map 1).
The trail in its entirety is to the south side of Kilmeaden Station.
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EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

The proposed route link is in a rural setting and traverses agricultural land that wraps along
a section of the R680 Kilmeaden–Portlaw Road and also a section of the N25 and crosses
under the N25 underpass to lead to Matthews Cross Roads and follow along the hard
shoulder of the L4020 to Kilmeaden Village. The link extension involves part existing
footpath and public road and a 1.24 km off-road route section through private land used for
agriculture. It is near to but outside a floodrisk zone. It is not within any site designated for
nature conservation. The northern section of the route encroaches on the Zone of
notification for the Archaeological Site of old Kilmeaden Village WA 08-018.

Plate 1 – Location of Trail
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SCHEME JUSTIFICATION

The trail will be positive for residents within the immediate environs of the proposed route,
and also visitors to the area and will complement the amenity offering to walkers and
cyclists who use the Waterford Greenway by facilitating access to village services in
Kilmeaden.
The Greenway is a popular and extremely well used recreational and tourism resource and
has seen significant increase in year-round visitors to the Dungarvan, Kilmacthomas and
other settlements as well as Waterford City itself. The proposed trail connection to
Kilmeaden village will further improve the overall visitor experience and will also add to the
county’s trail infrastructure. The potential impact for Kilmeaden village and its local
economy will be significant enabling the village to develop as a destination for activity and
recreation based tourism. There are numerous studies showing the economic benefits to
rural communities from increased spend by walkers/cyclists and the concept of local
development through recreation and tourism effort is well supported in policy formulation
and strategic plans by Waterford City & County Council:
Waterford County Development Plan 2011 to 2017:
‘It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the expansion of tourist activities in appropriate
locations where they can be supported by, and provide support for, existing communities.’

The Waterford Development Plan recognises that the county is made up of a rich mosaic of
natural amenities, vibrant towns, picturesque villages, a scenic coastline, woodlands,
mountains, bog lands and fertile pastures. These combine to provide both residents and
visitors with an excellent environment to live in or visit. It also provides the retail, tourism
and hospitality sectors with an opportunity to harness commercial opportunities in a
sustainable manner. Offering an attractive tourist product that builds on the natural beauty
of the County, Waterford attracts discerning tourists who seek a quality product and
experience.
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Specific walking/tourism objectives of the Development Plan are :
‘to promote and facilitate, where possible, the provision of high quality walking and cycling
routes in Waterford’.
Waterford City and County Council over the past number of years has supported and
encouraged the provision of infrastructure to facilitate both cycling and walking, including
the Waterford Greenway, and shall continue to do. The development of cycle and walking
tourism presents a particular opportunity to bring the economic benefits of tourism to the
more rural and isolated areas of the County through the requirement for accommodation,
shops and restaurants/cafes.

One Waterford: Local Economic and Community Plan 2015 to 2020: Actions under
Waterford City and County Councils LECP are to ‘Maintain, conserve and restore the natural
and built heritage of Waterford City and towns and villages to promote sustainable tourism’.
This proposal fully supports these goals as it aims to maximise existing natural resources and
in doing so attract further footfall to the area.
This project is focused on a rural area and maximising the natural resources that surround it,
a concept that complies with the LECP and County Development Plan. The LECP is about
changing the dialogue and communities working together to improve their own town and
village.

2.5

PRE-PART 8 CONSULTATION

Waterford City & County Council have met with the agricultural landholders and have
accessed funding from the Department of Rural & Community Development towards the
project in conjunction with the Tidy Towns Committee who are supportive with the local
community of the project.
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3 LEGISLATION
Waterford City and County Council is now submitting the proposed scheme for the
necessary planning procedure required by the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as
amended) in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development
Regulations, 2001 (as amended).
The below extract is taken from the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001:
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In accordance with section 80(1)(b) and 80(1)(k) of the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001 (as amended) Part 8 planning approval is required for the development of
the Greenway connection to Kilmeaden village.
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4 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
4.1 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED SCHEME
The proposed route link is in a rural setting and traverses agricultural land that wraps along
a section of the R680 Kilmeaden–Portlaw Road and also a section of the N25 and crosses
under the N25 underpass to lead to Matthews Cross Roads and follow along the hard
shoulder of the L4020 to Kilmeaden Village. A kissing gate is proposed to enable access
from the Suir Valley Railway carpark to the proposed connection link. The off road section
of 1.24km will be a 4m area with a proposed 2m path to be maintained constructed of
unbound aggregate. Widening and removal of gorse/bracken where appropriate will be
undertaken to reflect a 2m wide trail path with 1m grass verge on either side of the
proposed link. Where the route traverses agricultural land, new post and rail fencing is
proposed of concrete post and galvanized sheep wire with 1 strand of agricultural high
tensile wire fencing to protect landowners. Where the trail traverses the N25 underpass,
kissing gate arrangements are proposed to maintain priority access for agricultural
landholders. Where appropriate, existing hedgerows will be trimmed back to maintain
connection link pathway width and a mix of fencing and gates are proposed to secure
agricultural land. Where drainage issues arise on areas of soft ground, drainage solutions
are proposed.
The connection link surface will be no less than 100mm path finish with sub-base of no less
than 150mm CL804 with a 2% crossfall to be maintained.
In accordance with the guidelines at section 4.2 below the following elements will be taken
into account when planning the development of the trail link :


Trail information: Basic information about the trail including an information unit will
be provided at the trail head at Suir Valley Railway carpark.



The Route: Access to the trail for recreational purposes will be by permission from
landowners and Waterford City & County Council.



Way marking: Access to the route will be signposted from the public road. Way
marker posts will be provided along the trail to provide reassurance to
cyclists/walkers.
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Trail surface: The trail surface will be robust, durable and fit for purpose. It will be
kept free from severe erosion and drainage issues. Under normal conditions, the
installation of adequate drainage will ensure it does not become water logged.



Vegetation and litter: The trail will be unobstructed by vegetation and kept free
from litter.



Trail furniture will include but not be limited to:

➢ Fencing.: concrete post and sheepwire fencing is proposed with 1 strand of
agricultural high tensile wire fencing.
➢ Trail furniture will be designed, constructed, installed and maintained such that it is
fit for purpose, robust, reliable and safe.


Trail management: Once developed the trail will be monitored and maintained in
line with Sport Ireland Trails Office guidelines.

Services: Appropriate provision for car and bicycle parking already exists along Waterford
Greenway and adequate parking is also provided in Kilmeaden village.
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DESIGN STANDARDS


Management Standards for Recreational Trails, 2008, National Trails Office



Classification and Grading for Recreational Trails, 2008, National Trails Office

4.3 PAVEMENT CONDITION
The pavement condition is described above in section 4.1 as earthen surface and where new
rerouting occurs as unbound aggregate.
4.4 PEDESTRIAN/CYCLE FACILITIES
The trail is a cycling and pedestrian route and designs are made to facilitate bicycle access.
4.5 MINOR AND CONSEQUENTIAL WORKS
No provision will be made for car parking as adequate parking exists along Waterford
Greenway.
4.6 LAND ACQUISITION
Public access for recreation purposes to the relevant landholders will be by consent under a
Memorandum of Understanding with Waterford City & County Council.
4.7 EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OFWAY
There are no extinguishment of public rights of way.
4.8 DRAINAGE
The length of the trail was walked in March 2019. No evidence was found of flood debris
and inspection of the OPW flood plans and flood maps www.floodinfo.ie records no history
of flooding – there are areas of soft ground which will be addressed through drainage
solutions.
4.9 UTILITIES
There are no buried or overhead utilities existing along the proposed trail route, it is in close
proximity to the NRA Carrick Road and Kilmeade Village link road.
4.10 SIGNING AND LINING
There will be lining of the shared roadway from Matthews Cross Roads to the village.
Trail signage, way marking and ancillary infrastructure will be installed in line with Sport
Ireland Trails Office standards with particular reference to the following document:
‘Management Standards for Recreational Trials’, National Trails Office.
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5 APPENDIX
5.1 MAP OF DEVELOPMENT OF GREENWAY CONNECTION - KILMEADEN
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5.2 HABITATS DIRECTIVE PROJECT SCREENING ASSESSMENT
Habitats Directive Project Screening Assessment
Table 1: Project Details
Development Consent Type

Part 8 – Local Authority Development

Development Location

Kilmeaden – Waterford Greenway

File Ref
Description of the project

Proposed route to link Kilmeadan Village to the Waterford Greenway along part
existing footpath and public road and a 1.24 km off-road route section through
private Land. Access off the Greenway is via the Suir Valley Railway carpark on the
R680 Kilmeaden –Portlaw Road and the route includes crossing under the N25
underpass.

Table 2: Identification of Natura 2000 Sites (SACs and SPAs) which may be Impacted by the
proposed development
Please answer the following five questions in order to determine whether there are any Natura 2000 sites which
could potentially be impacted by the proposed development.

Impacts on SACs
1

Impacts On Freshwater Habitats
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include freshwater habitats,
or in the catchment of same?
Sites to consider: Blackwater River, Lower River Suir

Within the catchment
of the River Suir SAC.
1.5km
from
Whelanbridge River

Habitats to consider:
Rivers, Lakes and Lagoons
2

Impacts On Wetland Habitats
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include wetland habitats, or
within 1 km of same?

No

Sites to consider: Comeragh Mountains

3

Habitats to consider:
Bogs, Fens, Marshes and Wet Heaths.
Impacts on Intertidal and Marine Habitats
Is the development located within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include intertidal
and/or marine habitats and species, or within the catchment of same.

No

Sites to consider: Tramore Dunes and Backstrand, River Suir (Tidal Section), River Blackwater (Tidal
Section), Waterford Estuary

4

Habitats to consider:
Mudflats, Sandflats, Saltmarsh, Estuary; Shingle, Reefs, Sea Cliffs.
Impacts On Woodlands , Grasslands and Dry Heaths
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying habitats include woodlands or
grasslands habitats, or within 200m of same.

No

Sites to consider: Glendine Wood Nire Valley Woods, Ardmore Head, Helvick Head
Habitats to consider:
Woodlands, Grasslands or Dunes.

Impacts on SPAs
5

Impacts On Birds
Is the development within a Special Protection Area, or within 1 km of same.
Sites to consider: Tramore Backstrand, Dungarvan Bay, Blackwater Callows, Blackwater Estuary, Helvick
Head –Ballyquin Coast, Mid Waterford Coast

No
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Conclusion Table 2:
If the answer to all of these questions is No, significant impacts can be ruled out for Natura 2000 sites. No
further assessment is required, proceed to the Habitats Directive Conclusion Statement.
If the answer to any of these questions is Yes lease refer to tables 3 and 4 below.

Table 3: Determination of Possible Impacts On Natura 2000 Sites.
Where it has been identified that there is a Natura 2000 site within the potential impact zone of the proposed
development, it is necessary to try to determine the nature of the possible impacts. Please answer the
following questions as appropriate.
1

Impacts on designated freshwater habitats (rivers, lakes streams and lagoons).
Sites to consider: Blackwater River, Lower River Suir
Please answer the following if the answer to question 1 in table 2 was yes.
Does the development involve any of the following:
Works inside the boundary of designated site

1.1

All works within the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater
habitats/species, excluding small extensions/alterations to existing buildings.
Works outside the boundary of designated site

1.2

Discharge to surfacewater or groundwater within the boundary of an SAC whose qualifying
No
features include freshwater habitats/species.
Abstraction from surfacewater or groundwater within 1km of the boundary of an SAC whose
No
qualifying features include freshwater habitats or species.
Removal of topsoil within 100m of the boundary of an SAC, whose qualifying features include
No
freshwater habitats/species.
Infilling or raising of ground levels within 100m the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying
No
features include freshwater habitats/species.
Construction of drainage ditches within 1km of the boundary of an SAC whose qualifying features
No
include freshwater habitats/species.
Installation of waste water treatment systems; percolation areas; septic tanks within 100 m of
No
the boundary of an SAC site whose qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species.
Construction within a floodplain of EU designated watercourse whose qualifying features include
No
freshwater habitats/species.
Crossing or culverting of rivers or streams within 1km of the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying No
features include freshwater habitats.
Storage of chemicals hydrocarbons or organic wastes within 100 m of the boundary of an SAC
No
whose qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species.
Development of a large scale, within catchment of an EU designated watercourse or waterbody,
No
which involves the production of an EIS.
Development or expansion of quarries within catchment of an EU designated watercourse or
No
waterbody.
Development or expansion of windfarms within catchment of an EU designated watercourse or
No
waterbody.
Development of pumped hydro electric stations within catchment of an EU designated watercourse No
or waterbody.
Impacts On Wetland Habitats
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include wetland habitats, or within 1 km of
same?
Sites to consider: Comeragh Mountains
Habitats to consider:
Bogs, Fens, Marshes and Wet Heaths.

1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
1.7
1.8
1.9
1.10
1.11
1.12
1.13
1.14

2

No

Please answer the following if the answer to question 2 in table 2 was yes.
2.1

2.2
2.3

Works inside the boundary of designated site
All works within the boundary of an SAC whose qualifying features include heath, marsh, fen or
bog, excluding small extensions/alterations to existing buildings.
Works outside the boundary of designated site
Construction of roads or other infrastructure on peat habitats within 1km of any SAC whose
qualifying features include heath, marsh, fen or bog.
Development of a large scale within 1km of any SAC, whose qualifying features include heath,
marsh, fen or bog, which involves the production of an EIS.
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Impacts on Intertidal and Marine Habitats
Is the development located within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include intertidal and/or marine
habitats and species, or within the catchment of same.
Sites to consider: Tramore Dunes and Backstrand, River Suir (Tidal Section), River Blackwater (Tidal Section), Waterford
Estuary

Please answer the following if the answer to question 1 in table 3 was yes.
3.1

3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8

4

4.1

4.2
4.3

5

Works inside the boundary of designated site
All works within the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal or marine
habitats, excluding small extensions/alterations to existing buildings.
Works outside the boundary of designated site
Coastal protection works within 5km of any SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal or
marine habitats.
Development of piers, slipways, marinas, pontoons or any other infrastructure within 5km of any
SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal or marine habitats.
Dredging within 5km of any SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal or marine habitats.
Works within 1km of any SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal or marine habitats, which
will result in discharges to rivers or streams directly connected to the designated site.
Infilling of coastal habitats within 500m of any SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal or
marine habitats.
Removal of topsoil or infilling of terrestrial habitats within 100m of any SAC whose qualifying
features include intertidal or marine habitats.
Development of a large scale within 1km of any SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal or
marine habitats, which involves the production of an EIS.

Impacts on other designated woodlands and grasslands (woodland, upland grassland,
lowland grassland, coastal grassland including dunes).
Sites to consider: Glendine Wood Nire Valley Woods, Ardmore Head, Helvick Head
Please answer the following if the answer to question 4 in table 2 was yes.
Does the development involve any of the following:
Works inside the boundary of designated site
All works within the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying interests include woodland or grassland
habitat types excluding small extensions/alterations to existing buildings.
Works outside the boundary of designated site
Development within 200m of any SAC whose qualifying interests include woodland or grassland
habitat types.
Development of a large scale within 1km of any SAC, whose qualifying interests include woodland
or grassland habitat types, which involves the production of an EIS.

Impacts on birds in SPAs
Sites to consider: Tramore Backstrand, Dungarvan Bay, Blackwater Callows, Blackwater Estuary, Helvick Head –Ballyquin
Coast, Mid Waterford Coast

Please answer the following if the answer to question 5 in table 2 was yes.
Does the development involve any of the following:
5.1

5.2
5.3
5.4
5.5
5.6
5.7

Works inside the boundary of designated site
All works within the boundary of any SPA excluding small
extensions/alterations to existing buildings.
Works outside the boundary of designated site
Erection of wind turbines within 1km of any SPA.
All construction works within 100m of any SPA.
Infilling of coastal habitats within 500m of intertidal SPA.
Works within 1km of coastal/wetland SPAs which will result in discharges to
rivers or streams that are directly connected to designated sites.
Development of cycleways or walking routes within 100m of SPAs.
Construction works on feeding areas adjacent to SPAs

Conclusion Table 3:
If the answer to all of the above is no or n/a, significant impacts on Natura
2000 sites can be ruled out. No further assessment is required, proceed to the Screening Conclusion
Statement. If the answer to any question in table 3 is yes, you may require further information,
unless you are satisfied that the project proponents have incorporated adequate mitigation into their
design to avoid impacts on the Natura 2000 site (e.g. water pollution protection measures). Such
information should be provided in the form of a Natura Impact Statement which should address the
particular issues of concern as identified through the above.
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Table 4: Consideration of Potential Impacts on Protected Species
Many of our Special Areas of Conservation are designated for species as well as for habitats. These
are listed below, alongside the sites for which they are designated. Included is a short list of the types
of activities which could have an impact on these species. Please tick if you are concerned that the
proposed development could have an impact on these species.
Species

Relevant Sites

Otter

Lower River Suir
River Blackwater
Waterford Estuary
Blackwater River, Lower River Suir, Waterford
Estuary
Glendine Wood, Lismore Woods Nire Valley
Woods

Bats (all species
outside
designated sites)

Salmon

River Lamprey

Brook Lamprey

Sea Lamprey

Twaite Shad
Allis Shad
White-clawed
Crayfish
Freshwater Pearl
Mussel

Whorled Snail
Vertigo
moulinsiana
Killarney Fern

Along with above, in general all
sites with any of the following;
woods, mature treelines and
hedgerows, old buildings and
bridges
Lower River Suir
River Blackwater
Waterford Estuary
Lower River Suir
River Blackwater
Waterford Estuary
Lower River Suir
River Blackwater
Waterford Estuary
Lower River Suir
River Blackwater
Waterford Estuary
Lower River Suir
River Blackwater
Waterford Estuary
Lower River Suir
River Blackwater
Waterford Estuary
Lower River Suir
River Clodiagh
River Lickey
River Blackwater
River Blackwater

Glendine Wood
Lismore Woods (River Blackwater)

Activities which could have
impacts on species
Activities that interfere with river
banks.

Possible Impacts
Identified? Y/N

Activities that result in loss of woodland or
hedgerow habitat or causes disturbance to
roost sites. Renovations of old buildings;
Repointing of old bridges.

No

Activities that interfere with water quality,
levels or the river bed;

No

Activities that interfere with water quality,
levels or the river bed;

No

Activities that interfere with water quality,
levels or the river bed;

No

Activities that interfere with water quality or
the river bed – estuarine areas;

No

Activities that interfere with water quality or
the river bed – estuarine areas;

No

Activities that interfere with water quality or
the river bed;

No

Activities that interfere with water quality,
levels or the river bed ;

No

Activities that result in loss of fen, marsh or wet
grassland habitat within or close to the SAC.

No

Woodland clearance or other activities
resulting in loss or disturbance to woodland
habitat within the relevant SACs.

No

No

Conclusion Table 4:
If the answer to all of the above is no, significant impacts on species can be
ruled out. If the answer to any of the above is yes, then further information is likely to be required in
relation to potential for impact on that particular species. Where potential impacts on the above
listed species are within designated sites, then further information should be sought in the form of a
Natura Impact Statement. Where impacts are outside designated sites, then a species specific survey
should be requested.
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Habitats Directive Screening Conclusion Statement
Development Type

Part 8 – Local Authority Development.

Development Location

Kilmeaden

Natura 2000 sites within impact zone

Within the catchment of the River Suir
SAC. 1.5km from Whelanbridge River

Planning File Ref
Description of the project

Proposed route to link Kilmeadan Village to the Waterford Greenway along part existing footpath
and public road and a 1.24 km off-road route section through private Land. Access off the Greenway
is via the Suir Valley Railway carpark on the R680 Kilmeaden –Portlaw Road and the route includes
crossing under the N25 underpass.
Describe how the project or plan (alone or in combination) could affect Natura 2000 site(s).

No physical or hydrological connectivity between access link and Whelanbridge River. No potential
for significant effects.
If there are potential negative impacts, explain whether you consider if these are likely to be significant, and if not, why not.

No physical or hydrological connectivity between access link and Whelanbridge River. No potential
for significant effects.

Conclusion of assessment
No potential for significant effects. The proposed route link does not have potential for loss,
fragmentation or disturbance to the River Suir SAC being located 1.5m away from the Whelanbridge
River with no physical or hydrological connectivity to the SAC.
Documentation reviewed for making of this statement.

WCCC internal GIS 2018
Completed By
Date

Bernadette Guest
23rd October 2018
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT SCREENING DOCUMENT

Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Report
1.Introduction
The EIA Directive 85/337/EEC, as amended aims to determine the likely significant effects of a
project on the environment. EIA Screening determines whether an EIA is required for a specified
project. Projects requiring mandatory EIA are listed in Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001 , as amended. In the case of development which is under these thresholds ,
planning authorities are required under Article 103 of the 2001 Regulations, (as amended) to
request an EIS where it considers that the proposed development is likely to have a significant effect
on the environment.
Screening involves appraisal of impacts from the proposed development according to three main
criteria:1. Characteristics of the project
2. Location of proposed project
3. Characteristics of potential impacts.
Schedule 6 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended), outlines the aspects
of the environment likely to be significantly affected by a proposed development. These are: human
beings, flora and fauna, soil and geology, water, air& climate, landscape, material assets, cultural
heritage and the inter-relationships between the range of environmental criteria.
The proposed project comprises a route to link Kilmeadan Village to the Waterford Greenway along
part existing footpath and public road and a 1.24 km off-road route section through private Land.
Access off the Greenway is via the Suir Valley Railway carpark on the R680 Kilmeaden –Portlaw Road
and the route includes crossing under the N25 underpass.
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2. Screening Assessment
Table 1. Characteristics of proposed development
Is the size and design of the proposed works
The proposed link route is approximately 2km
significant ?

long and 4m wide.

Potential for impacts from project in cumulation

This is a link extension of the Waterford

with other existing and/or approved projects

Greenway to facilitate access to Kilmeaden
Village.

Use of natural resources in particular land, soil,

Proposed route along part existing footpath and

water and biodiversity ?

public road and a 1.24 km off-road route section
through private Land.

Will the works produce waste ?

Materials used in the construction of the trail
such as fencing posts, wire, and building
materials may produce a small amount of waste
which will be removed from site on completion
of works.

Will the works create a significant amount of

Best construction practice as guided by an

pollution or nuisance ?

Environmental Method Statement will ensure
avoidance of any risk of pollution. The scale of
the work is such that no nuisance will be
created.

Risk of major accidents and/or disasters relevant The scale of the work is such that there is
to the project including those caused by Climate

negligible risk of a major accident and /or

Change in accordance with scientific

disaster including those caused by climate

knowledge?

change.

Risks to human health (water contamination , air

Best construction practice as guided by an

pollution)

Environmental Method Statement will ensure
avoidance of any risk of pollution.

Potential for cumulative impacts with other

This is a link extension of the Waterford

existing and/or approved projects?

Greenway to facilitate access to Kilmeaden
Village. The trail will extend the Waterford
Greenway and will likely increase level of visitor
use to the area.
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Table 2. Location of Proposed Development
Environmental Sensitivity of project in relation
to existing and approved land use.

Relative abundance, availability, quality and
regenerative capacity of natural resources
(including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in
the area and its underground
Absorption capacity of the natural environment
including wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths,
coastal zones and the marine environment,
mountain and forest area.
Potential of works to impact directly or
indirectly on sites designated for nature
conservation (NHA/SAC/SPA)

Potential for impacts directly or indirectly on
Habitats or Species listed on Annex I , II and IV
of the Habitats Directive

Report on Proposed Development

The link extension involves part existing
footpath and public road and a 1.24 km off-road
route section through private land used for
agriculture. It is near to but outside a floodrisk
zone. It is not within nay site designated for
nature conservation. The northern section of the
route encroaches on the Zone of notification for
the Archaeological Site of old Kilmeaden Village
WA 08-018.
The route of the link extension is in a robust
area involving an existing footpath and public
road and a 1.24 km off-road route section
through agricultural land.
The routewill not affect any sites designated for
nature conservation in the Waterford County
Development Plan 2011-2017.
The route is located 1.5km west of the
Whelanbridge River and Lower Suir SAC. An AA
Screening was carried out and concluded no
potential for significant effects on the
conservation objectives of the SAC.
No Annex I habitats occur on the trail route site.
No Annexed species will be impacted by the trail
route to the nature of the route –
an existing footpath and public road and a 1.24
km off-road route section through agricultural
land.

Potential for impacts on breeding places of
any species protected under the Wildlife Act ?

No disturbance anticipated to breeding places
of any wildlife species.

Potential to impact directly or indirectly on any
listed ACA in the County Development Plan ?
Potential to impact directly or indirectly on any
protected structure or recorded monuments and
places of Archaeological Interest
Potential to impact directly or indirectly on
Listed or scenic views or protected landscape in
the County Development Plan ?
Potential to impact on areas in which there has
already been a failure to meet the
environmental quality standards and relevant to
the project, or in which it is considered that
there is such a failure.
Potential to impact on densely populated areas.

None
The northern section of the route encroaches on
the Zone of notification for the Archaeological
Site of old Kilmeaden Village WA 08-018.
None

None arising

The route will connect Kilmeaden Village to the
Waterford Greenway at WSV Railway facilitating
access to the village for Greenway users ( 200,00
p/a). The population of Kilmeaden Village is
approximately 300.

Page | 18

Development of Greenway connection – Kilmeaden

Table 3. Characteristics of Potential Impacts
Human Beings

Flora and Fauna

Soils and Geology
Water
Air & Climate
Noise & Vibration
Landscape

Material Assets

Cultural Heritage

Interaction of Foregoing

Report on Proposed Development

The proposed trail will confer positive benefits
on human beings extending the existing very
popular Waterford Greenway to Kilmeaden
Village providing benefits for recreation and
quality of life and access to the outdoors and
village services.
Some disturbance will be carried out to
vegetation along the route involving cutting
back of vegetation and encroachment on
wetland vegetation and culverting. These are
localised impacts.
No sites of geological heritage will be impacted.
It is near to but outside a floodrisk zone.
This is a recreational development in a rural
area. No anticipated impacts on air and climate.
Temporary disturbance during link route
construction.
The trail route does not affect an area
designated in the Waterford Scenic Landscape
Evaluation.
The proposed trail extension will confer positive
benefits to the county’s trail infrastructure
providing an accessible route for all ages and
abilities complementing existing recreational
assets such as the Waterford Greenway and
linking it to services in Kilmeaden Village.
The northern section of the route encroaches on
the Zone of notification for the Archaeological
Site of old Kilmeaden Village WA 08-018. Part 8
application to be notified to the National
Monuments Service.
The proposed trail will confer positive benefits
on human beings and benign effects on flora and
fauna soils, geology and water. An
Archaeological assessment will be required to
asses impacts on old Kilmeaden Village
Archaeological site.
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Table 4. Discussion of Potential Impacts
Will a large geographical area be impacted as a

The proposed route link is approximately 2km

result of the proposed works ?

long and 4m wide.

Will a large population be impacted as a result

The route will connect Kilmeaden Village to the

of the proposed works ?

Waterford Greenway at WSV Railway facilitating
access to the village for Greenway users ( 200,00
p/a). The population of Kilmeaden Village is
approximately 300.

Are any trans-frontier impacts likely to arise

No

from proposed works?
Is the intensity and complexity of impacts

No

associated with the proposed works considered
significant ?
Is there a high probability that the impacts will

No significant impacts anticipated.

occur ?
What is the expected onset, duration, frequency

Construction of route link will be completed in

and reversibility of the impact ?

3-4 months.

Cumulation of the impact with the impact of

The proposed extension link will complement

other existing and/or approved projects ?

the amenity offering to walkers and cyclists who
use the Waterford Greenway by facilitating
access to village services in Kilmeaden.

Will it be difficult to avoid, or reduce or repair or

No significant impacts anticipated. Potential

compensate for the effects ?

impacts on archaeology can be appraised
through preparation of an Archaeological Impact
Assessment and liaison with National
Monuments Service.
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3..Conclusion
The DoEHLG Guidance Document “Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Guidance for Consent
Authorities regarding Sub-Threshold Development” notes that “The greater the number of different
aspects of the environment which are likely to be affected and the greater the links between the
effects, the more likely it is that an EIS should be carried out. Where complexity of impacts is deemed
to apply in the case of a specific sub-threshold development proposal, there should be a predisposition
towards the preparation of an EIS”.
In consideration of the above involving appraisal of characteristics and location of proposed
development and characteristics of potential impacts it is
noted that the key environmental
receptor to be affected is Archaeology which can be appraised through preparation of an
Archaeological Impact Assessment and liaison with National Monuments Service. As only one
environmental receptor has been identified it is concluded that an EIAR is not required for the
proposed development.

Figure 1. Flood risk zone, SAC and Archaeological Zone.
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DRAWINGS
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5.5
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PART VIII NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (as amended)
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001 (as amended)
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 81 OF PART 8 OF THE PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 (as amended)
In accordance with Article 81 of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as
amended), notice is hereby given that Waterford City and County Council propose to carry out the
following development:
Development of Greenway connection to Kilmeaden Village from Kilmeaden Railway Station,
Co. Waterford.
The principle features of the proposed cycling/ walking trail will be:






The development of a 1.8km recreational cycling/walking trail from the existing carpark at
Waterford Suir Valley Railway Station in the townland of Newtown to Kilmeaden village in the
townland of Ballyduff East..
The trail surface of unbound aggregate, approximately 2 metres wide will traverse agricultural
grassland and provision is made for access arrangement at a N25 cattle underpass.
Where the trail uses existing roadway, a shared roadway arrangement will connect to
Kilmeaden village.
Fencing, access gates, drainage and ancillary trail infrastructure will be installed to Sport
Ireland Trails Office standards.

Waterford City and County Council has carried out an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Screening Report in accordance with requirements of Section 120(1B)(b)(i) and has determined that
there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment. Accordingly, it has determined that
EIA is not required in respect of this proposed development. In addition, the proposal has undergone
Appropriate Assessment Screening under the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and the Planning and
Development Act 2000 as amended, and the Planning Authority has determined that a Stage 2
Appropriate Assessment is not required in this instance.
Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection or purchase at a
fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy, at the following locations:



Waterford City & County Council, Customer Services Desk, Civic Offices, Davitts Quay,
Dungarvan.
Waterford City & County Council, Customer Services Desk, Baileys New Street, Waterford.
rd
between the hours of 9.30 am to 4.00 pm Monday to Friday for the period 23 July 2019 to
th
19 August 2019, inclusive (excluding Bank and Public Holidays)

A copy of the plans and particulars of the proposed development may also be viewed on Waterford
City & County Council’s website at www.waterfordcouncil.ie
Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper
planning and sustainable development of the area in which the proposed development would be
situated, may be made in writing to the Director of Economic Development & Planning, Waterford City
nd
& County Council, No. 35 The Mall, Waterford to be received on or before 4 p.m. on Monday 2
September, 2019 and should be clearly marked “Development of Greenway Connection –
Kilmeaden”.
Mr. Michael Quinn,
Director of Economic Development & Planning,
Waterford City & County Council.

rd

DATE: 23 July, 2019
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